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“They surround me like a cloud of witnesses, 12 in 11, 
framing my days, reminding me of the mission.  And I 
make 13.”  
If you take the verse from the chapter, then add the 
answers up, you find the a key. 



Do what fools do with words.  Eccl. 10:14 

_________________ 

Psalm 119:139 What witch doctors do to God’s message 



(C) 2018  Kathy Applebee 

Week 1: I have convinced 3 villagers, too poor to 
pay the witch doctor the chicken he demands, to 
come to the clinic.  They all have fever, chills, a 
dull frontal headache, dry cough and diffuse 
abdominal discomfort. I have noted relative 
bradycardia or pulse-temperature dissociation 
meaning the heart rate is relatively low given the 
degree of fever. 
 
We held services Sunday and invited everyone to 
come.  Only Jaquis and his other daughter came.  
He said everyone else was too afraid.  The witch 
doctor had put a curse around our compound and 
anyone who crossed the line of the curse would 
suffer greatly.  When I asked Jaquis how he had 
the courage to cross the line he said “I think 
your God is bigger than his curse.”  Praise the 
Lord! 
 
Week 2: Four more have come to the clinic.  All 
are willing to hear about our God.  I notice that 
the fever plateaus at 103-104 degrees (39-40 
degrees Celsius). Abdominal pain and distention 
occurs with adults experiencing constipation. But 
in children, diarrhea is more common. We see 
flat, salmon colored, blanching spots 2-4 mm in 
diameter on the chest and abdomen, hard to see 
in dark skinned individuals.  I believe this is 
some aberration of typhoid fever.  If so, an 
antidote to help the body fight the bacteria is 
possible.  
 
If only the village had clean water. 
 
 

Week 2: Four more have come to the clinic.  All 
are willing to hear about our God.  I notice that 
the fever plateaus at 103-104 degrees (39-40 
degrees Celsius). Abdominal pain and distention 
occurs with adults experiencing constipation. 
But in children, diarrhea is more common. We 
see flat, salmon colored, blanching spots 2-4 
mm in diameter on the chest and abdomen, 
hard to see in dark skinned individuals.  I 
believe this is some aberration of typhoid 
fever.  If so, an antidote to help the body fight 
the bacteria is possible.   
 
Three of the witch doctor’s “patients” have 
died.  He is telling the villagers it is caused 
from the evil spirits’ displeasure that we are 
here (preaching the gospel).  He claims unless 
the villagers burn us out, they all will get sick 
and some will die.  But three of our patients 
have walked out of the clinic, weak but well, 
and that has given the head man pause (one is 
his nephew) so the village takes a wait and see 
attitude,. 
 
Week 3: We are close to an antidote, a type of 
antibiotic, that will act as a prophylactic until a 
well that will furnish clean water can be dug.   
The most severe symptoms are occurring in the 
witch doctor’s dwindling patient load: sepsis, 
intestinal bleeding and intestinal perforation.  
 
Talked to Jaquis’ extended family abut “living 
water”. 
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We had 42 at services Sunday and several come 
every day to hear the more about Jesus. An 
invitation has come from a neighboring village 
afflicted with this mutated disease.  Is it a trap 
so the witch doctors in the area can waylay and 
kill me?  Jaquis thinks so.  But the headman said 
I should go, to show my God is bigger. 
 
Monday: I have decided to go. It is critical the 
doses be given as scheduled.  I will lock up half 
the serum.  But in case I cannot return in time 
to pass out the serum, I will leave a way for 
believers to remove the locks and get to it.  Paul 
had his many letters but Barnabas Zaul will leave 
just one letter with Jaquis’ daughter.  It will be 
enough. 
 
 
 
 
 


