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SETTING: bare stage
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Lazarus Dies at Bethany (Ch. 11)

JAMES: Jesus, a messenger from Bethany sent by Mary and her sister Martha is here.
JOHN:  (aside to JAMES) Isn’t Mary the one who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair?
JAMES: Yes. 
MESSENGER: Lord, the one you love is sick.  Mary and Martha beg you to come.
JOHN: (aside to JAMES) They must mean their brother Lazarus.
JESUS: This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.
JOHN: Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus but when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 
JESUS: Let’s go to Judea again.
JAMES: Rabbi, just now the Jews tried to stone you, and you’re going there again?
JESUS: Aren’t there 12 hours in a day?  If anyone walks during the day, he doesn’t stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
JAMES:  If anyone walks during the night, he does stumble, because the light is not in him.
JESUS: Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I’m on my way to wake him up.”
JAMES: Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will get well.
JESUS: Lazarus has died.  I’m glad for you that I wasn’t there so that you may believe. But let’s go to him.
THOMAS:  Let’s go so that we may die with Him.

The Resurrection and the Life

THOMAS: Lazarus has already been in the tomb four days. 
JAMES: Many of the Jews from Jerusalem have come to comfort Martha and Mary about their brother.
JOHN: Jerusalem and Bethany are only a two hours’ walk apart.
THOMAS: Lord, Martha comes to meet you but Mary remains seated in the house.
MARTHA: Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.  Yet even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.
JESUS: Your brother will rise again,
MARTHA: I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
JESUS: I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.  Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die—ever. Do you believe this?
MARTHA: Yes, Lord, I believe you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who comes into the world. (calling to MARY)  The Teacher is here and is calling for you.
THOMAS: Here she comes.
MARY: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died!
JESUS: (deeply moved) Where have you put him?
MARY: Lord, come and see.
JAMES: See how He loved him!
THOMAS: Couldn’t He who opened the blind man’s eyes also have kept this man from dying?
JESUS: Remove the stone from in front of the tomb.
MARTHA: Lord, he’s already decaying. It’s been four days.
JESUS: Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?
JOHN: They have removed the stone. 
JESUS: (raising his eyes), I thank you that you heard Me.  I know that you always hear me, but because of the crowd standing here I said this, so they may believe you sent Me. (shouting) Lazarus, come out!
JOHN: (Awed) The dead man came out!
JESUS: Loose him from the linen strips and let him go.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

JOHN: Many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what He did believed in Him. 
MARTHA:  But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
JOHN:  So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the Sanhedrin.
CAIAPHAS:  What are we going to do since this man does many signs? 
LEVITE: If we let Him continue in this way, everyone will believe in Him! 
PHARISEE: Then the Romans will come and remove both our place and our nation.
CAIAPHAS: You know nothing at all!  You’re not considering that it is to your advantage that one man should die for the people rather than the whole nation perish.
JOHN: (aside to audience)  He did not say this on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation,  and not for the nation only, but also to unite the scattered children of God. 
LEVITE: Let us plot to kill Him. 
JESUS: I will no longer walk openly among the Jews.  Let us depart from here to the countryside near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim. 
LEVITE: The Jewish Passover is near, and many will come to Jerusalem from the country to purify themselves before the Passover. 
CAIAPHAS: Then we will look for Jesus,
PHARISEE:  What do you think? He won’t come to the festival, will He?
CAIAPHAS: I’ve given orders that if anyone knows where He is, it should be reported so we can arrest Him.

The Anointing at Bethany (Ch. 12)

JOHN: Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus was
MARTHA: My brother whom Jesus raised from the dead. 
JOHN: They gave a dinner for Jesus.
MARTHA: I was serving and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 
JOHN:  Mary took a pound of fragrant oil—pure and expensive nard—anointed Jesus’ feet.
MARTHA: Mary wiped His feet with her hair so the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.
JUDAS ISCARIOT: Why wasn’t this fragrant oil sold for 300 denarii and given to the poor?
JOHN: (aside to audience) He didn’t say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. 
JAMES: (aside to audience) He was in charge of the money-bag and would steal part of what was put in it.
JESUS: Leave her alone; she has kept it for the day of my burial.  For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.

The Decision to Kill Lazarus

PHARISEE: We have learned that Jesus was at the home of Lazarus.
LEVITE: Many came, not only because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus the one He had raised from the dead. 
CAIAPHAS: We must kill Lazarus also because he is the reason many of the Jews were deserting us and believing in Jesus.
JOHN: The next day, a large crowd in Jerusalem took palm branches and went out to meet Jesus.
ALL: Hosanna! He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One—the King of Israel!
JOHN:  Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written:
ALL:  Fear no more, Daughter Zion. Look, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.
PHARISEE: You see? We’ve accomplished nothing. Look—the world has gone after Him!

Jesus Predicts His Crucifixion
GREEK: Sir, we want to see Jesus.
PHILIP: (to ANDREW) Some Greeks wish to see Jesus.
ANDREW: Jesus, some Greeks have come to see you.
JESUS: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I assure you: Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains by itself. 
ALL: But if it dies, it produces a large crop.
JESUS: The one who loves his life will lose it, 
ALL: and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
JESUS: If anyone serves me, he must follow me. Where I am, 
ALL: there your servant also will be. 
JESUS: If anyone serves me, 
ALL: the Father will honor him.
JESUS:  My soul is troubled. What should I say—Father, save me from this hour? But that is why I came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name!
VOICE OF GOD:  I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again!
LEVITE: I heard thunder!
JAMES: No, an angel has spoken to Him.
JESUS: This voice came, not for me, but for you. 
ALL:  Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 
JESUS: As for me, if I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all people to myself.
JOHN: (aside to audience) He said this to signify what kind of death He was about to die.
LEVITE: We have heard from the scripture that the Messiah will remain forever. So how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’?
PHARISEE:  Who is this Son of Man?
JESUS: The light will be with you only a little longer. 
ALL: Walk while you have the light so that darkness doesn’t overtake you. 
JAMES: The one who walks in darkness doesn’t know where he’s going. 
JESUS: While you have the light, believe in the light so that you may become sons of light.
JOHN:  Jesus said this, then went away and hid from them.

Isaiah’s Prophecies Fulfilled

JOHN: Even though Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in Him. 
JAMES: This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet, who said:
ALL: Lord, who has believed our message? And who has the arm of the Lord been revealed to?
JOHN: This is why they were unable to believe, because Isaiah also said:
ALL:  He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts,
JAMES:   So that they would not see with their eyes or understand with their hearts,
JESUS:  and be converted, and I would heal them.
JOHN: Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory and spoke about Him.
PHARISEE: If anyone confesses this Jesus they will be banned from the synagogue.
JOHN: (aside to Audience) Nevertheless, many did believe in Him even among the rulers
ALL: but because of the Pharisees they did not do so publically for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.

A Summary of Jesus’ Mission
JESUS: The one who believes in me believes not in me, but in Him who sent me. 
ALL: The one who sees Jesus sees the Father who sent Jesus.
JESUS:  I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me would not remain in darkness. ALL: If anyone hears his words and doesn’t keep them
JESUS: I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world 
ALL: but to save the world. 
JESUS: The one who rejects me and doesn’t accept my sayings 
ALL: has this as his judge: the word Jesus has spoken will judge him on the last day. 
JESUS: For I have not spoken on My own, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a command as to what I should say and what I should speak. 
ALL: We know that His command is eternal life. 
JESUS: So the things that I speak, I speak just as the Father has told me.

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet (Ch. 13)

JAMES: Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. 
JOHN: Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
JAMES: Now by the time of supper, the Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Him. 
JESUS: Father, I know that you, the Father, has given everything into my hands, that I have come from God and that I am going back to God. 
JOHN:  So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it around Himself. 
JAMES:  Next, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet 
JOHN: and to dry them with the towel tied around Him.
PETER: Lord, are you going to wash my feet?
JESUS: What I’m doing you don’t understand now, but afterward you will know.
PETER: You will never wash my feet—ever!
JESUS:  If I don’t wash you, you have no part with me.
PETER: Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.
JESUS: One who has bathed doesn’t need to wash anything except his feet, but he is completely clean. You are clean, but not all of you.
JOHN: Jesus knew who would betray Him. This is why He said, “You are not all clean.”

The Meaning of Foot washing

JOHN: After Jesus washed their feet and put on His robe, He reclined
JESUS: Do you know what I have done for you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
ALL: Then we ought to wash one another’s feet. 
JESUS: For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you.
ALL:  A slave is not greater than his master,
JESUS:  and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 
ALL:  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
JESUS: I’m not speaking about all of you; I know those I have chosen. 
ALL: But the Scripture must be fulfilled: 
JESUS: The one who eats my bread has raised his heel against me.
ALL: Why are you telling us this now?
JESUS: I tell you before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He.  I assure you: Whoever receives anyone I send receives me, and the one who receives me receives Him who sent me.”

Judas’s Betrayal Predicted

JOHN: When Jesus had said this, He was troubled in His spirit and testified
JESUS:  I assure you: One of you will betray me!
JAMES: We looked at one another—uncertain which one He was speaking about. 
PETER: (to JOHN) Find out who it was Jesus is talking about. 
JOHN: Lord, who is it?
JESUS: He’s the one I give the piece of bread to after I have dipped it.
JAMES:  When Jesus dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son.
PETER: After Judas ate the piece of bread, Satan entered him. 
JESUS: What you’re doing, do quickly.
PETER:  None of us reclining at the table knew why He told him this. 
JOHN:  Since Judas kept the money-bag, some thought that Jesus was telling him to buy what we need for the festival
PETER: or that he should give something to the poor. 
JOHN:  After receiving the piece of bread, he went out immediately. 
PETER: It was night.

The New Command

JESUS: Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 
ALL:  If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself and will glorify Him at once.
JESUS: Children, I am with you a little while longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, ‘Where I am going you cannot come,’ 
ALL: so now you tell us
JESUS:  I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. ALL: By this all people will know that you are Jesus disciples, if we have love for one another.
PHARISEE: Lord, where are you going?
JESUS: Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.
PHARISEE: Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you!
JESUS: Will you lay down your life for me? I assure you: A rooster will not crow until you have denied me three times.

The Way to the Father (Ch. 14)

JESUS: Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places;
ALL: If not, He would have told us.
JESUS:  I am going away to prepare a place for you. If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come back and receive you to myself, 
ALL:  so that where you are, we may be also. 
JESUS:  You know the way to where I am going.
THOMAS: Lord, we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the way?
JESUS: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, 
ALL:   we will also know Our Father. 
JESUS: From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.
PHILIP: Lord, show us the Father, and that’s enough for us.
JESUS: Have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? 
ALL: The one who has seen Jesus has seen the Father. 
JESUS: How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? ALL:  The words he speaks to us he does not speak on his own. 
JESUS:  The Father who lives in me does His works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me. ALL: Otherwise, believe because of the works themselves.
JESUS: I assure you: The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. 
ALL: And he will do even greater works than these
JESUS:  because I am going to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it 
ALL: so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
JESUS:  If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

Another Counselor Promised
JESUS: If you love me, you will keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. 
ALL:  He is the Spirit of truth. The world is unable to receive Him because it doesn’t see Him or know Him. JESUS: But you do know Him, because He remains with you
ALL:  and will be in us. 
JESUS:  I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.
ALL: In a little while the world will see you no longer, 
JESUS: but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. 
ALL:  In that day we will know that you are in our Father, 
JESUS: you are in me, and I am in you.  The one who has my commands and keeps them 
ALL: is the one who loves you. 
JESUS: And the one who loves me 
ALL: will be loved by our Father. 
JESUS: I also will love him and will reveal myself to him.
JUDAS (not Iscariot):   Lord, how is it you’re going to reveal yourself to us and not to the world?
JESUS:  If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
ALL:  The one who doesn’t love you will not keep your words. 
JESUS: The word that you hear is not mine
ALL:  but is from the Father who sent me.
JESUS: I have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. 26 But the Counselor, 
ALL: the Holy Spirit—
JESUS: the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.

Jesus’ Gift of Peace

JESUS: Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you.
ALL: You do not give as the world gives. 
JESUS: Your heart must not be troubled or fearful. 
ALL: (puzzled, sadly) We have heard you say, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ 
JESUS: If you loved me, you would have rejoiced that I am going to the Father, 
ALL: because the Father is greater
JESUS:  I have told you now before it happens so that when it does happen 
ALL: We may believe. 
JESUS: I will not talk with you much longer, 
ALL: because the ruler of the world is coming. 
JESUS: He has no power over me. On the contrary, I am going away so that the world may know that I love the Father. 
ALL: Just as the Father commanded you, so you do.
JESUS:  Get up; let’s leave this place.

The Vine and the Branches (Ch. 15)

JESUS: I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. 
ALL: Every branch that does not produce fruit He removes, and He prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. 
JESUS:  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in Me, and I in you.
ALL:  Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, 
JESUS: so neither can you unless you remain in me.   I am the vine; you are the branches. 
ALL: The one who remains in you
JESUS:  and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without me.
ALL: If anyone does not remain in you, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. 
JOHN: They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 
JESUS:  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for you. 
ALL: The Father is glorified by this: that we produce much fruit and prove to be Jesus disciples.

Christ-like Love

JESUS: As the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you. 
ALL: We remain in your love. 
JESUS: If you keep my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have kept My Father’s commands 
ALL: and remain in His love.
JESUS: I have spoken these things to you so that my joy may be in you
ALL:  and our joy may be complete. 
JESUS:  This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 
ALL:  No one has greater love than this, that someone would lay down his life for his friends. 
JESUS:  You are my friends if you do what I command you. 1
ALL: You do not call us slaves anymore, because a slave doesn’t know what his master is doing. 
JESUS: I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
ALL: everything you have heard from My Father. 
JESUS:  You did not choose me, but I chose you. 
ALL:  You appointed us to go out and produce fruit and that our fruit should remain, 
JESUS: so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 1
ALL:  This is what you command: Love one another.

Persecutions Predicted

JESUS:  If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. 
ALL: If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own. 
JESUS: However, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. 
ALL:  Remember the word Jesus spoke to you: ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ 
JESUS: If they persecuted me,
ALL:  they will also persecute you.
JESUS:  If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 
ALL:  But they will do all these things to you 
JESUS: on account of my name, because they don’t know the One who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin.
ALL:  Now they have no excuse for their sin. 
JESUS:  The one who hates me also hates My Father. 24 If I had not done the works among them 
ALL: that no one else has done, they would not have sin. 
JESUS: Now they have seen and hated both me and My Father. 
ALL: But this happened so that the statement written in their scripture might be fulfilled: 
JESUS: They hated me for no reason.
ALL:  When the Counselor comes, 
JESUS: the One I will send to you from the Father—
ALL: the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father—
JESUS: He will testify about me. You also will testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.
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