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John 16-21

CHARACTERS: Jesus (86 lines), John (68), Pharisee (18), Peter (20), James (2), Thomas (13), Mary (2), Mary Magdalen (6), Pilate (16), Levite (2), Joseph of Arimathea (3) ALL (53)
SETTING: bare stage
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Chapter 16

JESUS:  I have told you these things to keep you from stumbling.  
ALL: They will ban you from the synagogues
JOHN:  In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering service to God.
ALL:  They will do these things because they haven’t known the Father or Jesus. 
JESUS:  But I have told you these things 
ALL: so that when their time comes 
JESUS: you may remember I told them to you. I didn’t tell you these things from the beginning, because I was with you.  But now I am going away to Him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, 
THOMAS: Where are you going?
JESUS:  Yet, because I have spoken these things to you, 
ALL: sorrow has filled your heart. 
JESUS:  Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don’t go away
ALL:  the Counselor will not come to you. 
JESUS: If I go, I will send Him to you. 
ALL:  When He comes, He will convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: 
JESUS: About sin, because they do not believe in me; 
ALL:  about righteousness, 
JESUS: because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; 
ALL: and about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
JESUS: I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t bear them now. 
ALL: When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth. 
JOHN: For He will not speak on His own, but He will speak whatever He hears. 
ALL: He will also declare to you what is to come. 
JESUS: He will glorify me, because He will take from what is mine 
ALL: and declare it to you. 
JESUS: Everything the Father has is mine. This is why I told you that He takes from what is mine and will declare it to you.

Sorrow Turned to Joy

JESUS: A little while and you will no longer see me; again a little while and you will see me.
THOMAS:  What is this He tells us: ‘A little while and you will not see me; again a little while and you will see me’?
PETER: Or “because I am going to the Father”?
JAMES: What is this He is saying, ‘A little while’?
THOMAS:  We don’t know what He’s talking about!

JOHN: Jesus knew they wanted to question Him, so He said
JESUS:  Are you asking one another about what I said, ‘A little while and you will not see me; again a little while and you will see me’?
PETER: Yes.
JESUS: I assure you: You will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice. You will become sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn to joy. 
ALL: When a woman is in labor she has pain because her time has come. 
JOHN: But when she has given birth to a child, she no longer remembers the suffering because of the joy that a person has been born into the world. 
ALL:  So you also have sorrow now. 
JESUS:   But I will see you again. 
ALL: Your hearts will rejoice, and no one will rob you of your joy. 
JESUS:  In that day you will not ask me anything. I assure you: Anything you ask the Father in My name, 
ALL:  He will give you. 
JESUS:  Until now you have asked for nothing in my name. 
ALL: Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.

Jesus the Victor

JESUS: I have spoken these things to you in figures of speech. A time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. 
ALL: In that day we will ask in Jesus name. 
JESUS: I am not telling you that I will make requests to the Father on your behalf. 
ALL:  For the Father He loves you, 
JESUS: because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.  I came from the Father 
ALL: and have come into the world. 
JESUS: Again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father.
PETER: Ah!  Now you’re speaking plainly and not using any figurative language. 
JAMES:  Now we know that you know everything and don’t need anyone to question you. 
THOMAS: By this we believe that you came from God.
JESUS: Do you now believe?  Look: An hour is coming, and has come, 
ALL: when each of us will be scattered to his own home,
JESUS:  and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.  I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. 
ALL: You will have suffering in this world. 
JESUS: Be courageous! I have conquered the world.

Jesus Prays for Himself (Ch. 17)

JOHN: Jesus looked up to heaven, and said:
JESUS: Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
ALL:  You gave Him authority over all flesh; so He may give eternal life to all you have given Him.
JOHN: This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ.
JESUS:  I have glorified you on the earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  Now, Father, glorify me in your presence with that glory I had with you before the world existed.

Jesus Prays for His Disciples

JESUS:  I have revealed your name to the men you gave me from the world.
ALL: They were yours, 
JESUS: You gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
ALL: Now they know that all things
JESUS: You have given to me are from you, because the words that you gave Me, I have given them.
ALL: They have received them and have known for certain
JESUS: that I came from you.
ALL: They have believed that God sent Jesus.
JESUS:  I pray for them. I am not praying for the world but for those you have given me,
ALL: because they are yours.
JESUS: Everything I have is yours, and everything you have is mine,
ALL: and Jesus has been glorified in us.
JESUS:  I am no longer in the world,
ALL: but we are in the world,
JESUS:  I am coming to you.
ALL: Holy Father, protect us by your name
JESUS: that You have given me,
ALL: so that we may be one as Jesus and God is one.
JESUS: While I was with them, I was protecting them by your name
ALL: that You have given Jesus.
JESUS: I guarded them and not one of them is lost,
ALL: except the son of destruction, so that the Scripture may be fulfilled.
JESUS: Now I am coming to you, 
ALL: and Jesus speaks these things in the world so that we may have Jesus’ joy completed in us.
JESUS: I have given them your word.
ALL: The world hated us because we are not of the world,
JESUS: as I am not of the world.  I am not praying that you take them out of the world
ALL: but that you protect us from the evil one.  We are not of the world,
JESUS: as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them by the truth;
ALL: Your word is truth.
JESUS:  As you sent me into the world, 
ALL:  We also have been sent into the world.
JESUS:  I sanctify myself for them,
ALL: so we also may be sanctified by the truth.

Jesus Prays for All Believers

JESUS:  I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in me through their message.
ALL: May they all be one,
JESUS: as You, Father, are in me and I am in you.  May they also be one in us,
ALL: so the world may believe you sent Jesus.
JESUS:  I have given them the glory you have given me.  May they be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me.
ALL: May they be made completely one,
JESUS: so the world may know you have sent me and have loved them as you have loved me.
ALL:  Father,
JESUS: I desire those you have given me to be with me where I am.
ALL: Then they will see Jesus’ glory,
JESUS: which you have given me because you loved me before the world’s foundation.
ALL: Righteous Father! The world has not known you.
JESUS: However, I have known you,
ALL: and we have known that the Father sent Jesus.
JESUS:  I made your name known to them
ALL: and will make it known,
JESUS: so the love you have loved me with may be in them and I may be in them.

Jesus Betrayed (Ch. 18)

JOHN:  After Jesus had said these things, He went out with us disciples across the Kidron Valley to a garden
PHARISEE:  Judas, who betrayed Jesus, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with us disciples. 
JOHN:  Judas arrived with a company of soldiers and some temple police from the chief priests and the Pharisees and came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
JESUS: (knowing everything that was about to happen) Who is it you’re looking for?
PHARISEE:  Jesus the Nazarene.
JESUS:  I am He.
PHARISEE: They stepped back and fell to the ground.
JESUS: Who is it you’re looking for?
PHARISEE:  Jesus the Nazarene.
JESUS:  I told you I am He.  So if you’re looking for me, let these men go.
JOHN: (aside to audience) This was to fulfill the words He had said
JESUS: I have not lost one of those you have given me.
JOHN:  Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. 
PETER: The slave’s name was Malchus.
JESUS:  Sheathe your sword! Am I not to drink the cup the Father has given me?

Jesus Arrested and Taken to Annas

PHARISEE: Then the company of soldiers, the commander, and the Jewish temple police arrested Jesus and tied Him up. 
JOHN:  First they led Him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.
PHARISEE:  Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was advantageous that one man should die for the people.
JOHN:  Meanwhile, Simon Peter was following Jesus, as was (pointing to himself) another disciple. 
PETER: That disciple was an acquaintance of the high priest; so he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard. 
JOHN: But Peter remained standing outside by the door. 
PETER: So the other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the girl who was the doorkeeper and brought me in.
JOHN:  Then the slave girl who was the doorkeeper said to Peter
GIRL: You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?
PETER: I am not!
PHARISEE:  The slaves and the temple police had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold. 
JOHN: They were standing there warming themselves, and Peter was standing with them, warming himself.

Jesus before Annas

PHARISEE: The high priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and about His teaching.
JESUS: I have spoken openly to the world.   I have always taught in the synagogue and in the temple complex, where all the Jews congregate, and I haven’t spoken anything in secret.  Why do you question me? Question those who heard what I told them. Look, they know what I said.
JOHN: (pained) When He had said these things, one of the temple police standing by slapped Jesus
TEMPLE POLICE:  Is this the way you answer the high priest?
JESUS: If I have spoken wrongly, give evidence about the wrong; but if rightly, why do you hit me?
PHARISEE:  Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
JOHN:  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to him,
GIRL: You aren’t one of His disciples too, are you?
PETER: I am not!
JOHN:  One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said,
MAN: Didn’t I see you with Him in the garden?
JOHN:  Peter then denied it again. Immediately a rooster crowed.

Jesus before Pilate

PHARISEE:  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. 
JOHN: It was early morning. 
PHARISEE: We did not enter the headquarters ourselves; otherwise we would be defiled and unable to eat the Passover.
PILATE: What charge do you bring against this man?
TEMPLE POLICE: If this man weren’t a criminal, we wouldn’t have handed Him over to you.
PILATE: Take Him yourselves and judge Him according to your law.
PHARISEE: It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.
JOHN: They said this so that Jesus’ words might be fulfilled signifying what kind of death He was going to die.
PILATE: Are You the King of the Jews?
JESUS: Are you asking this on your own, or have others told you about me?
PILATE: I’m not a Jew, am I?  Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?
JESUS: My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight, so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. As it is, my kingdom does not have its origin here.
PILATE: You are a king then?
JESUS: You say that I’m a king.  I was born for this, and I have come into the world for this: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.
PILATE: What is truth?
JOHN: After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them,
PILATE: I find no grounds for charging Him.  You have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at the Passover. So, do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?
PHARISEE and TEMPLE POLICE: Not this man, but Barabbas!  (End Ch. 19)
JOHN: Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.
PILATE: Take Jesus and have him flogged. 
JOHN: The soldiers also twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and threw a purple robe around Him. 
PETER:  They repeatedly came up to Him and were slapping His face.
TEMPLE POLICE: Hail, King of the Jews!
PILATE: Look, I’m bringing Him outside to you to let you know I find no grounds for charging Him.
JOHN: Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
PILATE: Here is the man!
PHARISEE and TEMPLE POLICE: Crucify! Crucify!
PILATE: Take Him and crucify Him yourselves, for I find no grounds for charging Him.
PHARISEE:  We have a law and according to that law He must die, because He made Himself the Son of God.
JOHN:  When Pilate heard this statement, he was more afraid than ever. 
PETER:  He went back into the headquarters and asked Jesus
PILATE: Where are you from?
PETER:  But Jesus did not give him an answer.
PILATE: You’re not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have the authority to release you and the authority to crucify you?
JESUS: You would have no authority over me at all if it hadn’t been given you from above. This is why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.
JOHN:  From that moment Pilate made every effort to release Him. 
PHARISEE: If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. 
TEMPLE POLICE: Anyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar!
JOHN:  When Pilate heard these words, he sat down on the judge’s bench in a place called the Stone Pavement. 
PETER:  It was the preparation day for the Passover, and it was about six in the morning.
PILATE:  Here is your king!
ALL: Take Him away! Take Him away! Crucify Him!
PILATE: Should I crucify your king?
PHARISEE: We have no king but Caesar!
JOHN:  So then, because of them, he handed Him over to be crucified.

The Crucifixion

JOHN:  They took Jesus away.
MARY: Carrying His own cross, He went out to what is called Skull Place, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. JOHN: There they crucified Him and two others with Him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. 
MARY:  Pilate also had a sign lettered and put on the cross. The inscription was:
ALL: Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.
JOHN: Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
MARY: and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. 
PHARISEE: (to Pilate) Don’t write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that He said, ‘I am the King of the Jews.’
PILATE:  “What I have written, I have written.
MARY:  When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes and divided them into four parts, a part for each soldier. 
JOHN: They also took the tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 
SOLDIER:  Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it, to see who gets it. 
MARY: They did this to fulfill the Scripture that says: 
ALL: They divided my clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing.
MARY:  And this is what the soldiers did.
JOHN:  Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
JESUS: (to MARY) Woman, here is your son.  (to JOHN) Here is your mother.
MARY:  And from that hour John took me into his home.

The Finished Work of Jesus

MARY: After this, when Jesus knew that everything was now accomplished that the Scripture might be fulfilled, He said,
JESUS:  I’m thirsty!
JOHN:  A jar full of sour wine was sitting there; so they fixed a sponge full of sour wine on hyssop and held it up to His mouth.
MARY:  When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said
JESUS: It is finished!
MARY:  Then bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
PHARISEE:  Since it was the preparation day, the Jews did not want the bodies to remain on the cross on the Sabbath 
LEVITE: (to PILATE) Pilate, please have the men’s legs broken and that their bodies be taken away
PHARISEE:  for this Sabbath is a special day 
LEVITE: So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man and of the other one who had been crucified with Him. 
JOHN: When they came to Jesus, they did not break His legs since they saw that He was already dead. 
MARY:  But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 
JOHN: I, who saw this, testify so that you also may believe. 
MARY: His testimony is true, and he knows he is telling the truth. 
JOHN: For these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: 
ALL: Not one of His bones will be broken.
JOHN: Also, another Scripture says: 
ALL: They will look at the One they pierced.

Jesus’ Burial

MARY: After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus—
JOHN: but secretly because of his fear of the Jews—
MARY: asked Pilate that he might remove Jesus’ body. 
JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA: Pilate gave permission, so I took His body away. 
NICODEMUS: I, Nicodemus, who had previously come to Him at night, also came, bringing a mixture of about 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes. 
JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA: We took Jesus’ body and wrapped it in linen cloths with the aromatic spices, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 
NICODEMUS: There was a garden in the place where Jesus was crucified. 
JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA: A new tomb was in the garden; no one had yet been placed in it. 
NICODEMUS: We placed Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation and since the tomb was nearby.

The Empty Tomb (Ch. 20)

JOHN: On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. 
MARY MAGDALEN: I saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. (to PETER and JOHN) They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!
MARY:  At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 
JOHN:  We were running together, but I outran Peter and got to the tomb first.  Stooping down, I saw the linen cloths lying there, but I did not go in. 
PETER: When I arrived, I entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 
JOHN: The wrapping that had been on His head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 
PETER: Then John, who had reached the tomb first, entered the tomb, saw, and believed. 
JOHN: But we still did not understand the Scripture that He must rise from the dead. Peter and I went home again MARY MAGDALEN: but I stood outside facing the tomb, crying and looking into the tomb. 
ANGEL: Woman, why are you crying?
MARY MAGDALEN: I then noticed two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet, where Jesus’ body had been lying. (to ANGELS)  Because they’ve taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put Him.
JOHN: Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though she did not know it was Jesus.
JESUS:  Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?
MARY MAGDALEN: (to audience) I supposed He was the gardener (to JESUS) Sir, if you’ve removed Him, tell me where you’ve put Him, and I will take Him away.
JESUS: Mary.
MARY MAGDALEN: Rabbouni!
JOHN: —which means “Teacher.”
JESUS: Don’t cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father—to My God and your God.
MARY MAGDALEN: (to disciples) I have seen the Lord! 
PETER: And she told us what He had said to her.

The Disciples Commissioned

JOHN: In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because of their fear of the Jews. 
MARY: Then Jesus came, stood among us, and said
JESUS: Peace to you!
JOHN:  Having said this, He showed us His hands and His side. 
MARY: So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
JESUS: Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.
JOHN:  After saying this, He breathed on us
JESUS:  Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.
JOHN: But one of us Twelve, Thomas called “Twin”, was not with us when Jesus came. 
PETER: Thomas, we have seen the Lord!
THOMAS: If I don’t see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will never believe!
PETER: After eight days we disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with us.
JOHN: Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among us.
JESUS:  Peace to you!  Thomas, put your finger here and observe my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.
THOMAS: My Lord and my God!
JESUS: Because you have seen me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed.
MARY:  Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. 
JOHN: But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
THOMAS: and by believing you may have life in His name.

Jesus’ Third Appearance to the Disciples Ch. 21)

JOHN: Jesus revealed Himself again to us disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. Simon Peter, Thomas called “Twin”,
THOMAS:  Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of His disciples were together.
PETER: I’m going fishing,” Simon Peter said to them.
THOMAS: We’re coming with you.
PETER:  We got into the boat, but that night we caught nothing.
JOHN:  When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore.
THOMAS:  However, we did not know it was Jesus.
JESUS:  Men, you don’t have any fish, do you?
PETER: No.
JESUS: Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you’ll find some.
PETER:  We did, and were unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 
JOHN: (to Peter) It is the Lord!
THOMAS: When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around him and plunged into the sea. 
JOHN:  But since we were not far from land
THOMAS: (about 100 yards away
JOHN: The rest of us came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish. 
THOMAS: When we got out on land, we saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread.
JESUS:  Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught.
JOHN: So Simon Peter got up and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish—153 of them. 
PETER: Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.
JESUS:  Come and have breakfast.
JOHN: None of us dared ask Him, “Who are you?” because we knew it was the Lord. 
PETER: Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to us.
JOHN:  He did the same with the fish.
PETER:  This was now the third time Jesus appeared to us disciples after He was raised from the dead.

Jesus’ Threefold Restoration of Peter

JESUS: When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter
JESUS:  Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?
PETER: Yes, Lord, You know that I love you.
JESUS:  Feed My lambs.
JOHN:  A second time He asked him
JESUS: Simon, son of John, do you love me?
PETER:  Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.
JESUS: Shepherd My sheep.
JOHN:  He asked him the third time,
JESUS: Simon, son of John, do you love me?
JOHN:  Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
PETER: Lord, You know everything! You know that I love you.
JESUS: Feed My sheep, I assure you: When you were young, you would tie your belt and walk wherever you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie you and carry you where you don’t want to go.
PETER:  He said this to signify by what kind of death I would glorify God.
JESUS: Follow Me!
JOHN:  So Peter turned around and saw me, John, the disciple Jesus loved, following them. I was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and asked, “Lord, who is the one that’s going to betray you?” 
PETER: Lord—what about him?
JESUS: If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? As for you, follow me.
JOHN:  So this report spread to the brothers that I would not die. 
PETER: Yet Jesus did not say that he would not die, but, 
JESUS: If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?
JOHN:  I am the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. 
PETER: We know that his testimony is true.
JOHN:  And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose ALL: not even the world itself could contain the books that would be written.
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For He will not speak on His own, but He will speak whatever He hears. 


 


ALL: 


He will also declare t


o you what is to come. 


 


JESUS:


 


He will glorify 


me


, because He will take from what is 


mine


 


 


ALL: 


and declare it to you. 


 


JESUS:


 


Everything the Father has is 


mine


. This is why I told you that He takes from what is 


mine


 


and will 


declare it to you.


 


 


Sorrow Tur


ned to Joy


 


 


JESUS:


 


A little while and you will no longer see 


me


; again a littl


e while and you will see 


me


.


 


THOMAS:  


What is this He tells us: ‘A little while and you will not see 


me


; again a little while and you will see 


me


’


?


 


PETER: Or 


“


because


 


I am going to the Father


”


?


 


JAMES: What is this He is saying,


 


‘A little while’?


 


THOMAS: 


 


We don’t


 


know what He’s talking about!
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