Brief overview of the Persian Palace Poisonings

Someone wants King Xerxes dead. He has commanded an inquiry into his attempted assassination
and unless the culprit is found, everyone’s head in the Persian Palace just might roll.
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Persian Palace Poisonings

This packet contains the following to help you set up a fabulous game.

Page 2 Host instructions:, characters, props, fare
Pages 3-4 Host time line & suggestions for Bible classes and youth groups
Page 5 Invitation to the game (You will insert your information and print one per guest)
Page 6 Rules of the game (read aloud or print one per guest for distribution)
Pages 7 Opening statement, introductions, arrest warrant & second thoughts
Host notes
Characters

Dossiers may be handed out randomly by gender or as host you may cast your guests in the roles you
choose for them. If you want to be surprised by the ending use just the WHO YOU ARE portion of the
character descriptions to select roles. If you read the complete character descriptions you will know all the
details of the murder including who did it.

You may choose to hand them out several days before the giving people more time to prepare their
character, costume, props, etc. counting on everyone to be present. You may wish to hold them until the
guests arrive in case you have cancellations or no shows. Last minute cancellations and no shows
occasionally occur. It’s wise to line someone up in advance in case of a no show.

The following characters are essential: Atossa, Commander Art, Bigthana, Jasmine, Menes, Teresh
and Vashti and either Cleo or Ramses. Zora should be added next, then any of the others. The character of
Memukan (or his wife) can be played by the host or hostess to help direct the activity.

The dossiers are color coded if you choose to run them on a color printer. (red for females, blue for
males, green for optional characters)

Props
Pencils or pens will be necessary to fill out the Whodunit forms
Fare at a Persian Banquet
If you would like to have snacks or a meal with a Persian theme consider some of the following:

Cucumber slices with a dip made from yogurt
Rice is a common dish, spiced rice recipes can be found on line (try http://www.aashpazi.com/recipes)
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http://www.aashpazi.com/recipes

Kabobs (meat and vegetable)

Hummus

Flat breads, pastries

Nuts like pistachios, almonds and walnuts

Dates (stuffed even), apples, pomegranates, melons, figs, grapes and raisins

Host Time Line for Persian Palace Poisonings

For first time hosts we recommend you follow the time line more carefully than hosts with experience. It is
however a suggested timeline not a cast- in- stone law.

To start:
Select a date, location, guests and refreshments
Decide if you will give characters sheets before the game or after guests arrive.

Two to three weeks before the game:

Modify invitations for your event and print or email one for each prospective guest.

Finalize your menu.

Have alternative guests in mind in case of an emergency cancellation.

Run off character dossiers for reference or to give to guests accepting the invitation to attend

The day of the game:

Set the scene with any music, additional props and the set up for refreshments that you have chosen.

Run off clue packet and one rules/Whodunit sheet per player.

Fold all the second thoughts so that the left column shows (who should and should not have the clue) then
tape them shut so the right hand column does not show. Place them in a container so they can be drawn
randomly.

When the guests have arrived:
If guests are bringing some of the refreshments indicate where they should be placed.

Distribute character dossiers if you did not give them out earlier. (Nametags if using them)
Distribute a copy of the rules to each player and read them over
Begin by reading aloud the Opening Statement followed by the Introductions script

Have the guests introduce themselves and allow for characters to interject comments, both those scripted and
ad libs.

Enter the note into evidence
Share the diagram of Xerxes throne room and quarters

Allow guests to mingle, question and interact for 10 -20 minutes
(If you are doing a sit down meal we suggest you do so here, otherwise do munchies)

After 20 minutes (or for a sit down meal, just before dessert is served) explain characters are having second
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thoughts. Each one should draw out a random “second thoughts” clue. Before opening the clue, they should
check to see if it is appropriate for them to have. If it is NOT, they put it back in the container and draw
again. Have everyone continue to draw until all the clues are taken (some people may have multiples).

After each person has had a chance to read their clue allow another 5-10 minutes before having each
character take one last opportunity to say what they know and what they guess.

Distribute “The Jury Speaks” forms and pen to each guest.

Explain they are to decide and write who they think did it, how and why. Explain if they are the murderer
they should write a misleading guess. If they wish, they may nominate someone for an Academy Award for
bringing their character and the party to life.

When guests are finished collect the forms and read each aloud.
Read the Arrest Warrant.

Suggestions for Bible classes and youth groups

This party game can be used as a launching point or supplement to a Bible study, particularly one
about Esther or even Daniel, Ezra or Nehemiah. Delving into character analysis helps students of history or
the Bible to make deeper and longer lasting connections and provides a context in which further study can
take place.

Related online games

Esther 1-2 Matching http://www.quia.com/hm/442859.html
http://www.quia.com/jg/1460301.html

Nehemiah 1 matching columns
Esther Rags to Riches chapters 3-6 http://www.quia.com/cm/468792.html
http://www.quia.com/rr/374624.html

Nehemiah 10 - 13, Ezra 10 jumbled words
Esther's Jumbled Words chapters 7 - 10 http://www.quia.com/jw/463279.html
http://www.quia.com/jw/257295.html

Nehemiah 2 challenge Board
Ezra Battleship http://www.quia.com/ch/664527.html
http://www.quia.com/ba/534664.html

Nehemiah 6-9 battleship
Things to know from Esther http://www.quia.com/ba/506883.html

Additional FREE mystery party games are available at: http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kathleen-
Applebee
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To Kill a King: Date: 39 A.D. Herod Antipas is throwing a big banquet with fine food, lavish entertainment
and a number of unexpected guests. Which one killed him?
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Game-To-Kill-a-King-mystery-party-packagescript

Chariots of Death (or Herod the Great, Herod the Dead) First Julius Caesar is murdered and now Herod the
Great. Right after the 4th and controversial chariot race. Who killed him?
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Game-Chariots-of-Death-mystery-party-game

Looking for an audience interactive mystery dinner theater with a Christian theme? Writing Mysteries Can
Be Murder is for you! Based on the novel Hazardous Duty by Christy Barritt, Writing Mysteries Can be
Murder is a three scene play with dinner occurring between scenes One and Two and dessert between scenes
Two and Three.

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Script-Writing-Mysteries-Can-Be-Murder

Various murderers in the Bible are brought together when one of them has killed again. Can the others figure
out who the killer is and keep themselves from being his or her next victim?
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Game-Murder-Times-Thirteen-murder-mystery

Assassination on the Ancient Nile is a role playing party game. Someone has tried to assassinate Pharaoh
Futty-tut-tut and unless the suspects themselves figure out which one is behind the reprehensible act, pharaoh
will execute them all.
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Game-Assassination-on-the-Ancient-Nile-mystery-party

Based on the Genesis account of Joseph, this item can be used as either a mystery party game or a script.
When Jake Izakson's will is read, long standing family feuds and secrets are on the precipice of exploding. Is
forgiveness possible?
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Gamescript-Jakes-dead-who-is-in-the-will
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Invitation
You are invited to attend a murder mystery game, The Persian Palace Poisonings, being hosted by [fill in
your name] at [fill in game location, time, date and phone number].

This mystery takes place at the Palace of King Xerxes. Someone has tried to assassinate him and each guest
will have a dual role as one of the suspects and one of the investigators to determine who is behind this
dastardly deed. All the guests will try to solve the mystery while protecting any secrets they might have.
You do not need to be an actor or have knowledge of investigations or ancient Persian culture to have a great
time.

When your host gives you your character dossier, please do not show it to anyone, before or during the
game. The dossier will explain who you are, who and what you know and what happened just prior to the
murder. It is for your eyes only. If you have questions prior to the game contact [fill in host name and
phone number] It is a good idea to read over the scripture references about your role to help get in
character.

A few of the people you may meet are

COMMANDER ART - chief leader of the royal bodyguard

ATOSSA - daughter of Cyrus the Great, mother of Xerxes & the most powerful woman in Persia.
BAZAN - dethroned prince and eldest son of the Darius the General.
BIGTHANA — the king’s bodyguard

ESTHER — Xerxes chief wife and crowned queen of the Persian Empire.
JASMINE - beautiful wife of Bazan

MENES — bumbling brother of Xerxes and former governor of Egypt.
RAMSES - an Egyptian slave

CLEO - an Egyptian slave.

TERESH - an army officer.

VASHTI — deposed queen of Persia

ZERESH - wife of Haman

ZORA - High Priestess of the Zoroastrians
MEMUKAN - chief advisor to Xerxes

As it is essential all characters be present, please inform the host if something arises preventing you from
attending.
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PLAYING RULES

1. No one may look at another person’s character dossier. While you are encouraged to read from your
dossier for rounds one and two, you should use your own words and phrasing the rest of the game.

2. Lying is not permitted, unless you are the (attempted) murderer. Only the murderer may lie.
3. Fabrication to enhance one’s character is not only allowed but encouraged.

4. If one does not want to answer truthfully one may do as in real life - evade the question, change the
subject, tell partial truths or flat out refuse to answer.

5. It is possible to have more than one murderer.

6. At the end of the game you will be asked who you think did it, how and why.

Who dunit? (Your host will tell you when to fill this out)
Your name:

Who did it?

How?

Why?
The character | nominate to get the Academy Award of the evening:
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Clues and more

The following pages contain the clues you will need to print before the party starts. The characters each
have parts to read in the introduction at the start of the party.

Opening Statement (to be read by host or Memukan)

Introduction (read by all characters)

Second thoughts

Arrest Warrant (We strongly suggest this be placed unread in a sealed labeled envelope immediately after
printing. It names the assailant.)

The diagram of Xerxes throne room

Clue 1

OPENING STATEMENT

By the order of King Xerxes, emperor of the 127 provinces of the Persian Empire stretching from India to
Cush, who reigns from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa: You have been assembled to get to the bottom
of a scheme to commit regicide, a plot to assassinate the Persian prince, a conspiracy to kill the king.

Word has reached Xerxes of a plot to kill his royal majesty. Upon investigation, it was found to be a real
threat. This threat was eliminated (scorpions and poisonous snakes found in the royal sleeping quarters) but
who was behind the assassination attempt?

Xerxes therefore has issued a royal decree written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed
that you are hereby ordered and commanded to determine which of you wants his illustrious majesty dead.
If it cannot be determined beyond a reasonable doubt who is behind this dastardly deed, the king has but one
command: death to all. Should one or more of you determine the killer or conspirators and be brave enough
to approach the king in the inner court, those who are right, shall be rewarded by Xerxes himself. All others
will die.

For the one the king delights to honor, a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one
with a royal crest placed on its head shall be brought. The robe and horse shall be entrusted to one of the
king’s most noble princes who will robe the one the king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king delights to
honor!” In addition the king will spare the lives of those brave, loyal and intelligent souls and confer upon
them riches and power.

But should no person be found guilty or should one of you fail to assist in this endeavor, there shall be death
and destruction. It will do you no good to plead for your life because all the king’s officials and the people
of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without
being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold

scepter to them and spares their lives.

The King suggests you examine the clues, which will be forth coming and consider motive, opportunity and
means. It might also be helpful to figure out who was in the king’s quarter’s when. But keep in mind,
anyone willing to kill won’t think twice about lying.
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PERSIAN PALACE SECOND THOUGHTS

(Run off, cut apart and fold up so that the left column can be seen but the information on the right column is
hidden. Then tape shut. When they are distributed, instruct the guests to look at the “NOT FOR ”?
portion first. If they get one with their name in the “NOT FOR” portion, they put it back and draw a

different one.

COMMANDER | Bigthana arrived too early for his shift to begin, quite a bit too early.

NOT RAMSES | Ramses brought the fresh towels, soap and linens Atossa asked for. This should have been
done by a female, not a male slave.

NOT CLEO Cleo is Egyptian and once mentioned as a descendent of the royal line of the Pharaoh’s was
duty bound to oppress Egypt’s oppressors.

NOT MENES Either Menes or Xerxes’ son would ascend the throne at his death. At the very least Menes
could be appointed the boy’s regent and help guide him until he got old enough to rule on his
own.

MENES Maybe your mother sent you to get the bracelet, knowing it wasn’t there, to shift suspicion
on you and off of her. Maybe she wants both of you out of the way?

NOT TERESH | Teresh calls Xerxes “Jerk-zees” behind his back. The only place purple dust might come
from is from the purple marble walls of Xerxes quarters.

COMMANDER | When your soldiers arrested Bazan, he was dressed as commoner slinking down the street.

ART He had no alibi for where he was between the time of the banquet and when Xerxes
discovered the snakes and scorpions.

NOT ZORA Zora looks allot like a priestess named Daria, rumored to be the child of Darius by a
concubine. When many children by Darius’ other wives and concubines were mysteriously
dying from snake bites and scorpion stings (Atossa was rumored to be behind the
“eliminating” of rival wives’ children) a young girl named Daria was devoted to the temple..

NOT ESTHER | How come she hasn’t had any children yet? What is her connection to Mordecai, the man
who supposedly uncovered this plot? Who does she speak to in a foreign language through
the harem wall?

NOT ZORA The note is written in a style similar to that used at the Zoroastrian temple.

NOT ATOSSA | Itis not like Atossa to leave any banquet early. So why did she, this time?

NOT Ramses and Cleo constantly urge snake charmers be hired as entertainers. No one in Persia

Ramses/Cleo would enjoy such a stupid thing. Snakes are evil.

Not Menes Menes hired snake charmers and seems to love scorpions because he has some scorpion

tattoos where the sun doesn’t shine.

NOT Bigthana

Bigthana is very superstitious and casts lots, reads tea leaves and consults a Chaldean
astrologer.

ZERESH

Zeresh’s husband Haman casts lots to figure out the best day to do things.
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INTRODUCTIONS

COMMANDER ART: I will personally see to it that whoever a slow and painful death is behind this dies.

BIGTHANA: Me, too. It makes me look bad as his bodyguard for something like this to happen.
MENES: One problem after another. My life is just one problem after another.

ATOSSA: Menes, don’t complain. This is your brother, my son, who was nearly killed. (stares hard at
Bazan and/or Jasmine) | know what I think.

JASMINE: Don’t look at me! I was getting a beauty treatment.

VASHTI: Really? I can’ttell. Have you ever tried a tongue treatment?

ZORA: Please. No unkind words. Remember: good thoughts, good words, good deeds.

TERESH: These women could talk Xerxes to death.

ESTHER: I hope you don’t include me in that list.

ZERESH: If Haman and my ten sons were here, they would have already found the assassin.
BAZAN: Time is wasting and I don’t want this blamed on me.

RAMSES/CLEO: I suggest we all explain who we are, how we’re connected to Xerxes for starters.

COMMANDER ART: Good idea. (pointing at someone) You start!
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BY THE AUTHORITY OF KING XERXES
ARREST WARRANT

Xerxes was not a popular guy for several reasons: having conquered surrounding kingdoms, taken an excess
of beautiful women into his harem, losing the war with the Greeks, having family members greedy for power
and wealth. But a few of folks have no reason to want him dead: Zeresh, Zora, who actually was his half-
sister Daria, Esther, his current queen, and Atossa, his mother. Atossa may be as mean as a snake, as deadly
as a scorpion and a murderer several times over, but she wants Xerxes alive and on a throne.

Memukan would not benefit, in fact, he could lose a coveted position as advisor.

The note had traces of purple dust, dust which came from the marble surrounding Xerxes quarters. This
would indicate the note had been place in a crack in the marble at some time or the other by someone who
had frequent access to that area. Slither refers to a snake and sting to a scorpion.

Brother Bazan and his complaining wife Jasmine could greatly benefit if Xerxes died, but neither had access
to the royal sleeping quarters to place the note or the snakes and scorpions. Brother Menes had opportunity
and means but no real motive since governing is something he wants to AVOID.

Vashti had no opportunity herself but she still had enough personal power to have it done at her command.
Furthermore, the Medes and Persians often married the royal widows of the rulers they killed, so Vashti
could easily have seen Xerxes death as her way out of the prion harem and back on a throne. She was after
all related to Cyrus the Great. But she did not do it or even think of Killing Xerxes.

This leaves us with Commander Art, Teresh, Bigthana, Ramses and Cleo. Ramses and Cleo have motive,
revenge for all of Egypt and for their status as slaves. They had opportunity but they lacked the means and
opportunity at the same time, being slaves .

Two men were upset over losing family in the Greek wars and did not want Xerxes to rebuild his army and
try again. They lacked influence and could only stop another war by eliminating Xerxes. One was
especially upset over losing his fiancé.

In actual history, Artabanus AKA Commander Art, orchestrated Xerxes’ assassination. But not this time.
And in actual history Bigthana and Teresh conspired to kill the king, see Esther 2:21 and 6:2. But Mordecai
discovered the plot, relayed it to Esther who then warned Xerxes. Arrest and execute Bigthana and Teresh
for attempted regicide.
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Clue 1

Piece of parchment found outside of the king’s quarters. It was folded in thirds one way, in fourths the other
way and had purple dust specks on it. It is written in Zoroastrian script on Papyrus.

War will wither
Bring those that slither
| will bring

T hose that sting
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