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WHO YOU ARE: COMMANDER ART (Artabanus), commander of the royal bodyguard and the most 

powerful official (at least in your mind) in the Persian court.  (You actually murdered Xerxes later on in 465 

BC) You like power and prestige and are popular with religious leaders and very involved in harem intrigues 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Atossa – the Queen mother favors you so you do what you can for her.  

After all your motto is “scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours.”   If she ever found out you were feeding info to 

her rival and cousin Vashti, trying to keep her in the game, she’d be your worst enemy.  

Vashti – she is your back up plan.  You never know when Atossa might die or lose favor.  Maybe Xerxes will 

find a way to bring Vashti back to court.  Doesn’t hurt to have her on your side should you need her. 

Bigthana – good worker.  Too bad he’s friends with the whiny Teresh. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Zeresh and her husband Haman – the man is trying to surpass you in power and 

closeness to Xerxes.  His whole family (10 sons included) should be wiped off the face of the earth.  

Esther – she doesn’t seem to have any faults.  And you need people to have faults so you can exploit and control 

them or use them. 

Teresh – you’d like to get rid of him because he whines and complains but he’s a good guard so you haven’t.  

(You saw him snatch a thrown dagger out of the air, spin and throw it directly into the heart of the warrior who 

threw it at him.  Impressive.) Since you’d rather have him on your side than anyone else’s you keep him around 

but give him extra assignments to toughen him up. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Why be number 2 when you could be number 1? 

WHAT YOU KNOW: People will always try to get the throne.  It is your job to see that Xerxes stays there.  

You do that well, especially since if Xerxes lost power or his life, you could too. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes had held the women’s day 

court.  You took your spot on his right to guard him and oversee the rest of his personal body guard. Memukan 

was seated on the left, with Atossa and Esther on royal seats.  Among those presenting themselves were Zeresh, 

bearing tidings of her husband’s and sons exploits, and thanking Xerxes for the opportunity to serve him.  Zora,  

a cousin and priestess urging Xerxes to be a more faithful practitioner of Zoroastrianism and, .  Jasmine, 

wife of Xerxes half-brother Bazan. Before Jasmine’s turn, Atossa insisted she and Esther refresh themselves in 

Xerxes baths.   This was merely to irritate Jasmine. Cleo attended Esther and Atossa who refreshed themselves 

in the baths before going to the back to court and again before the banquet. Court was dismissed, Teresh took 

over as guard so you could attend Xerxes at his banquet.  When the banquet finished, you escorted the king to 

his quarters and left as Teresh arrived. 
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WHO YOU ARE: ATOSSA, daughter of Cyrus the Great, widow of Darius,  mother of Xerxes, the most 

powerful woman in Persia. You have been married 3 times (King Camyses II who was also your brother, 

Gaumata – a pretender to the throne and finally to Darius, a general in the military who killed off Gaumata and 

took the throne and married you. You are ruthless, aggressive, smart and crafty. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Esther – such a mousy gentle thing.  She won’t get in your way. 

Menes (Achaemenesas) – Your second son.  He’s not the brightest torch in the temple.  You try your best to 

manipulate him to keep him out of trouble. 

Zora – priestess at the temple 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Vashti – she is your cousin and was getting too powerful.  You worried she might 

overpower you so when Xerxes commanded her to come to him at his banquet, you discouraged her saying he 

was drunk, didn’t mean it and it was beneath you.  She listened to you, upset Xerxes and ended up kicked out of 

his life and her crown as queen.  One problem solved. 

Bazan (Artabazanes) - Xerxes half-brother by Darius’ first wife.  You’d have preferred that he be eliminated but 

Xerxes keeps him alive.  The man could try to usurp the throne and if he did, he’d have you executed. You 

really dislike his whiny wife Jasmine too. 

Commander Art (Artabanus) – Xerxes number two guy and head of his body guard.  You don’t trust him 

because you believe he is ambitious.  You’d like to discover if he is ambitious enough to try to usurp the throne. 

But like the old saying goes, “keep your friends close and your enemies closer”.  You think you have him 

fooled into believing you like and approve of him.  

Zeresh – her husband Haman is probably too ambitious for his own good. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: None.  Xerxes is your son, even if he rather foolishly lost the war with the 

Greeks.  He’s your only meal ticket. 

WHAT YOU KNOW: Many, many things but one never has enough information so you will use this 

opportunity to discover other people’s dirty little secrets.  They may come in handy someday.  

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes was holding the monthly 

Women’s Court Day. (Every day when the moon will be full, women are allowed to come to court, if they can 

get through the screening done by 3 of the king’s advisors).  Among those presenting themselves were Zeresh, 

bearing tidings of her husband’s and sons exploits, and thanking Xerxes for the opportunity to serve him.  Zora, 

the priestess urging Xerxes to be more into religion.  Before Jasmine’s turn, you insisted court be adjourned for 

a bit so you and Esther could refresh yourselves in Xerxes baths.   This was merely to irritate Jasmine. You had 

the Egyptian slave Cleo attend you.   Afterwards you went to a banquet hosted by Xerxes but left early due to a 

headache. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenes_(satrap)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artabazanes
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WHO YOU ARE: BAZAN (Artabazanes), eldest son of the Darius the General.  Your mother was a noble, not 

royalty and married Darius when he was a general.  You were born and life was good.  But when your father 

became king, he had to take Atossa, a wife of royal blood, in an arranged marriage.  She is a jealous thing and 

demanded her children be considered the heirs to the throne.  Darius agreed and you became just another prince, 

NOT the crown prince.  You had to act simple minded so no one would think you were a threat to the throne.  

You pretend to be interested in music and art.   

Xerxes was named crown prince and now is king, despite your mother’s attempts to get you the crown as the 

eldest of all the children born to King Darius.  When your ascension to the throne didn’t happen, your mother 

made it look like others had pushed you into usurping Xerxes place and got them eliminated before they could 

talk.  Then you went into “I’m-loyal-and-dumb” mode to save your skin.   

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Teresh – one of Xerxes bodyguards.  He almost lost an eye defending you 

and Xerxes once.  Good man. 

Esther – everybody does. 

Ramses/Cleo – the Egyptian slave spills secrets for silver. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Atossa, daughter of Cyrus the Great and a thorn in your side. – she’s to blame for your 

humiliation and lack of a crown. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: You should be king.  Your mother should be queen mother.  If only Xerxes 

were out of the way, that could happen.  Your best bet right now is to somehow get this whole mess blamed on 

Atossa and have removed from the picture. 

WHAT YOU KNOW:  You believe the old adage “revenge is a dish best served cold”.  Thus you pretend to be 

less capable, less smart and less interested in the throne and more loyal to Xerxes than you really are.  

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes had held court, with Atossa 

and Esther on royal seats.  It was Women’s Day. Every day when the moon will be full, women are allowed to 

come to court, if they can get through the screening done by 3 of the king’s advisors.  Your wife Jasmine went 

to flatter up the king.  It did not go well.  She rattled on and on about being disrespected by Atossa.   You took a 

walk, dressed like a commoner, to get away from her nagging.  Then some guards picked you up for 

questioning. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artabazanes
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WHO YOU ARE: BIGTHANA, one of two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway to Xerxes’ inner 

chambers.  For a bodyguard or doorkeeper, you are pretty laid back but that’s only because you know you can 

trust your strength to get you through anything.  You rely on brawn more than brains. You are extremely 

superstitious and make decisions based on, rolling dice, reading tea leaves, what your Chaldean astrologer says.   

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Teresh -You and he are best buds.  He lost allot of family in the war with 

Greece and hates Xerxes as much as you do. He was supposed to marry one of your sisters, but that fell through 

when she was taken into Xerxes’ harem only to be married off to some foreign  dignitary.  . 

Artabanus, your boss.  He might make a better king than Xerxes.  He’s competent, has promoted you several 

times and thinks you are a hard worker.  You know he and Teresh don’t exactly get along. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE:  Xerxes – Three of your sisters were insulted when they didn’t make it into the beauty 

contest for the next queen.  The two that did make it, ended up being given to other officials because Xerxes 

picked Esther.  You and your family swore vengeance.   

Memukan – he’s too smart and too close to the king. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Your father and brothers all died in the last war with the Greeks.  Xerxes came 

home defeated but had started making plans to try again.  Your sisters were taken off but NOT married off to 

Xerxes during the beauty contest or to your best friend Teresh.  Instead they were married off to foreigners.  

You became angry and conspired with Teresh to assassinate King Xerxes, thus lessening the likelihood of 

another war and more deaths and to avenge the way your sisters were treated. 

WHAT YOU KNOW: Last night you left a secret message for Bigthana saying today was the day to do in 

Xerxes. It read “War will wither … Bring those that slither  ... I will bring … Those that sting”.  You placed the 

note in a secret spot in the wall the two of you discovered, folding it in fourths.  You had it written in the style 

of the Zoroastrian mystics in case it was found.  It would be blamed on someone from the temple. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Once everyone left for the banquet, 

you brought the scorpions to Xerxes’ chambers.  You met Cleo and Ramses leaving the area.  You and Teresh 

placed the poisonous creatures in the sleeping quarters.  You slipped the incriminating note in your pocket just 

in time as you nearly got caught by Xerxes, guarded by Commander Art, because he came back earlier than 

usual.  After Xerxes went inside, Commander Art told Teresh to polish his armor, sword and oil all his leather 

before turning in.  You were thankful Teresh didn’t complain and mess things up.  You left with Commander 

Art, went home intending to burn the note but it was gone from your pocket. 
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WHO YOU ARE: ESTHER – Xerxes chief wife and crowned queen of the Persian Empire. Your cousin 

Mordecai entered you into the beauty contest that you won which ended up with you being chosen queen.  He 

warned you not to let anyone know he was your cousin or that you were Jewish.  You have obeyed him. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Most everyone except Zora, who wants you as a convert 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: You try not to dislike anyone but it is hard.  You don’t trust anyone. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Although you have no motive, you have been instructed by Mordecai to keep 

your relationship to him (cousin) and Jewish heritage a secret.  

WHAT YOU KNOW: There is a plot afoot to kill the king.  Your cousin Mordecai discovered it.  He heard two 

men whispering, then discovered a note in a crack in the wall.      

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes invited you to and Atossa 

(your overbearing mother-in-law insisted you attend) Women’s Court Day. A woman named Zeresh, a priestess 

named Zora and Jasmine, wife of Xerxes half-brother, all came but you don’t know the language all that well 

and are not sure what it was about.  You do know Jasmine seemed upset.   Before Jasmine’s turn, Atossa 

insisted you and she refresh yourselves in Xerxes baths.   It seemed unnecessary but you went along with her 

meekly. A slave named Cleo attended you and another named Ramses brought towels but could not enter the 

baths since he is male.  

Before retiring to the banquet, you changed clothes and got a message from Mordecai that a plot was afoot to 

poison the king with snakes or insects or something living and that your cousin Mordecai would take Memukan 

with him to fix everything. You were able to whisper this to the king during the banquet.  He whispered he 

would deal with it and thanked you.  Atossa left, complaining of a headache and Xerxes cut the entertainment 

short to retire early.  You retired to the harem until you were summoned to this inquiry. 
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WHO YOU ARE: JASMINE, whiny, nagging but beautiful wife of Bazan (Artabazanes), eldest son of the 

Darius the General.  Bazan should rightfully be king and you his queen but somehow Atossa got her son, 

Xerxes on the throne.  Bazan acts “I’m-loyal-and-dumb”  to keep from being executed or having a fatal 

“accident”.  You feel it is your duty to express the things he cannot, like why everything isn’t good enough for 

the two of you.   

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: No one except Esther and that’s not saying much since everybody gets along 

with her.  Even your husband avoids you sometimes. 

Ramses/Cleo – the Egyptian slave spills secrets to your husband for silver. It is always good to have a couple of 

servants looking out for you. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Atossa, daughter of Cyrus the Great and a thorn in your side. – she’s to blame for your 

humiliation and lack of a crown.  Plus she’s overbearing and bossy. 

Most other people because they don’t want to listen to your complaints, no matter how legitimate they are.  

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Your husband should be king.  Your mother-in-law Atossa should be dead. If 

only Xerxes were out of the way, your life would be glorious.   

WHAT YOU KNOW:  Bazan should be king but you must keep this to yourself.  If he ever got in trouble, your 

life would probably be forfeit too so you defend him to the best of your ability. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes had held court, with Atossa 

and Esther on royal seats.  It was Women’s Day. And Bazan insisted you go and flatter Xerxes.  You patiently 

waited your turn, certain Atossa somehow made sure you were last.  Just before it was your turn, Atossa had a 

“short” recess called so she and Esther could “freshen up”.  You know she sis it to spite you and make you wait. 

You went home to complain about being disrespected by Atossa and Bazan left the house.  So you complained 

and whined to all the servants including Ramses.  Or was it Cleo?  You don’t remember.  Then some guards 

came to get Bazan.  When you told them he was out, they picked you up for questioning. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artabazanes
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WHO YOU ARE: MEMUKAN - An expert in matters of law and justice, one of the wise men who understand 

the times.  You are closest to the king, one of the seven nobles of Persia and Media who have special access to 

the king.  It is possible Commander Art has as much influence as you, but not likely. People have called you a 

male chauvinist pig, but they are just jealous.  

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Xerxes, Esther – she is a model wife (quiet and obedient) 

Bazan – just in case something happened and he became king. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Vashti.  She sets a bad example to other women, disrespecting her husband and king.  

You recommended she be deposed.   

Atossa – way to bossy for a woman 

Menes – he is stupid and lazy 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: No motive.  If Xerxes dies, you lose.  Therefore you protect him at all costs.  

WHAT YOU KNOW: Mordecai is somehow connected to Esther.  He speaks many languages. (Some say 70 

but you think it is closer to 7) and he is a trustworthy guy. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: You sat beside Xerxes at Women’s 

Court but he did not need your advice.  Then you went home.  Mordecai came to your home and showed you a 

not he had found in the hall to Xerxes throne room.  It has purple marble dust on it.  The only place in the 

palace with purple marble is surrounding Xerxes private quarters. 

Mordecai told you about a conversation he heard between two people, due to it being a whisper he was not sure 

of the genders or voices of the speakers, about a plot to kill the king. 

The two of you went to Xerxes apartment with some guards, removed the snakes and scorpions you found and 

then Xerxes asked you to organize an inquisition into this matter. 
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WHO YOU ARE: MENES (Achaemenesas), brother of Xerxes and former governor or satrap over Egypt. You 

are somewhat incompetent and make rash decisions you later regret. That’s how you got the nickname you 

despise, Menes the Menace.  Our mother, Atossa, sticks up for you but only because if Xerxes dies and you 

somehow are charged with governing the Persian Empire she knows you’ll do whatever she tells you to do.   

You appreciate Xerxes giving you a territory to administer but why something so far away.  Why Egypt and 

those strange customs?   You tried to get along with them, adopting a cat (which they consider sacred), got 

several scorpion tattoos (for their goddess Serket who protected the Pharaoh was often depicted as a scorpion) 

and even hired snake charmers for entertainment at your feasts (though you despise serpents).  Still you manage 

to offend your brother’s Egyptian subjects all the time. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH:  

Bigthana – one of your brother’s personal bodyguards and doorkeepers.  He agrees with you that the wars 

should stop, no more conquering territories.  He feels that way since so many of his family died in the Greek 

War.  You feel that way because wars are too much work and you might get stuck with more duties if more 

lands are conquered. 

Atossa, your mom.  She helps you but it irritates you she still treats you like a kid, not a grown man and 

administrator of a province. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: 

Bazan – the actual oldest son of your father Darius who probably got cheated out of the throne.  You don’t trust 

him and you don’t buy he’s as dumb as he pretends to be. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Either you or Xerxes son would ascend the throne at his death.  At the very least 

you might be the boy’s regent and help guide him until he got old enough to rule. Then again you might mess 

up the whole kingdom so it’s probably better you not get the number 1 spot.  Besides, then you’d have to spend 

time governing and playing is much more fun.  

WHAT YOU KNOW: In 484 BC, you outraged the Babylonians by melting down the golden statue of Bel 

(AKA Marduk, Merodach), instead of clasping the idol’s hands (which the rightful king of Babylon had to clasp 

each New Year's Day)   You thought it was a good idea.  No statue, no hands to clasp, no one to challenge your 

authority.  It did not work out. This sacrilege led the Babylonians to rebel and Xerxes recalled you and 

appointed someone else satrap there.  Then you got stuck with Egypt. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: You were invited to the banquet after 

Women’s Court.  Just when it was time for the entertainment, Atossa insisted YOU, not a servant, go fetch 

some bracelet she left in Xerxes’ private baths.  Then it wasn’t even there. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenes_(satrap)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satrap
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serket
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marduk
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WHO YOU ARE: RAMSES (male) or CLEO (female) – an Egyptian slave.  You are of noble if not royal blood 

and wound up here in Persia, serving in Xerxes palace when the Persian army rolled over Cairo.  You miss 

home: the Nile River, pyramids, and mummies, all of it.  You like snakes and wear snake jewelry whenever 

possible and constantly recommend the palace hire snake charmers for entertainment.  

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Esther – she’s not so bad.  You know a little Hebrew and sometimes hear her 

talking over the garden wall to someone in Hebrew.  You wonder who. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE:  All Persians but most especially Atossa.  She’s plain mean.   

Bazan – Xerxes’ half-brother who should have inherited the throne but didn’t. You pretend to sell him secrets 

from the palace but really you are just trying to play him.  It’s not much but it is revenge. 

Menes – he is an incompetent provincial ruler over Egypt.  You hope Xerxes appoints anyone else.  He is that 

bad. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: You would like nothing better than to see Xerxes dead for conquering Egypt.  

You’d like to see all the Persians dead.  Or at least suffer allot.   

WHAT YOU KNOW: Some of the servants pass messages from someone important to the banished queen 

Vashti.  Vashti was banished when she refused to answer the king’s summons to a banquet. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: You had to bring towels and soap to 

Xerxes’ private quarters and assist Atossa and Esther with freshening up.  You served at a banquet then were 

told to take some of the leftovers to the guards.  You used this as your opportunity to eat most of it, pretending 

you were taking some to the guard on duty at the entrance to Xerxes private quarters.  You almost got caught 

too because Xerxes and Commander Art ended up right behind you in the hallway to the throne room.  You 

never gave the guard there (Teresh of Bigthana – it was hard to tell because they weren’t at their customary 

station) any food because you’d eaten it. 
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WHO YOU ARE: TERESH, an army officer and door guard for the king.  You are quick, sneaky and petty and 

hold a grudge for a long time.  But because you know 151 ways to kill someone, you keep your job.  You can 

snatch a thrown dagger out of the air and send it into the heart of the man who through it, no problem.  You still 

have not gotten over losing Bertha, your fiancé.  You have a Jewish servant named Mordecai who knows a 

dozen languages and has some connection to Esther, the beauty contest winner in the king’s harem.  

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Bigthana, your best friend.  He’s the brawn, you’re the brains.  He’s way too 

superstitious, consulting a Chaldean astrologer and following his advice even when it seems stupid.  But 

somehow it always works out so you go along with it.  You came up with the folding of notes (you in thirds and 

him in quarters) to indicate when something had been read.  You and he are planning to assassinate Xerxes.   

Bazan – actual eldest son of the previous king Darius and half-brother of Xerxes.  You identify with him 

because you both got cheated by Xerxes (you call him Jerk-zees behind his back)  

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Commander Art, (Artabanus), your boss and chief bodyguard.  He expects you to work 

too hard and doesn’t give you enough time off. Luckily, he gets along with your buddy, Bigthana and that 

sometimes takes the heat off of you.   

Xerxes – he muddled the war with Greece which cost you family members and almost one eye.  He took your 

fiancée (Bigthana’s sister Bertha) into his harem only to give her to some minor official in Ethiopia as his wife.  

He needs to go. 

Esther – she beat out your fiancé and sisters in the beauty contest.  She’s not even of royal blood.  

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: You were engaged to Bigthana’s beautiful sweet sister until that ill-fated beauty 

contest.  She was one of the finalist’s to replace Vashti.  She was gone, just like that.  Then she didn’t even win 

and marry Xerxes. 

WHAT YOU KNOW: Because of Bigthana’s tea leaf reading, the two of youhave not spoken to each other for 

days.  He said he’d leave you a message when the “time was right” to kill Xerxes.  (his astrologer will see it in 

the stars).  Last night you found the secret message from Bigthana saying today was the day to do in Xerxes. It 

read “ War will wither … Bring those that slither  ... I will bring … Those that sting”.  You replaced the note, 

folding it in thirds to indicate you had read it.   

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: Xerxes court was dismissed, and you 

took over as guard.  When you went on duty, you smuggled in the poisonous cobra and Egyptian asp, carefully 

hidden in a secret compartment in your sword sheath.  Once everyone left for the banquet, you placed the cobra 

in Xerxes bed and for good measure, the Egyptian asp under his bed. Menes, Xerxes’ brother came to get 

something from the baths.  You were worried he might notice the snakes so you escorted him inside and made 

sure he only went into the bath, not sleeping area.  He left empty-handed. You were distracted momentarily 

when Cleo and Ramses, servants arrived to do something.  You quickly told them to scram.   Bigthana arrived 

and dropped off the scorpions.  You nearly got caught by Xerxes, guarded by Commander Art, because he came 

back earlier than usual.  After Xerxes went inside, Commander Art told you to polish your armor, sword and oil 

all your leather before turning in.  You really wanted to complain but kept your mouth shut, thinking about 

Xerxes’ dying soon and maybe Art would be next. 
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WHO YOU ARE: VASHTI – deposed queen of Persia. (see Esther, chapter 1) You were deposed when you 

refused Xerxes summons to his banquet.   You have always been royalty, even before you married Xerxes.  You 

are dignified and regal and not at all pleased you were set aside over some petty refusal to attend a banquet 

where most of the men were stumbling drunk. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Artabanus, commander of the royal bodyguard and the most powerful 

official in the Persian court.  He’s kept you well supplied with information about what goes on in the Persian 

Empire despite your banishment.  He sees to it that some of the chatty servant girls in the palace are sent to your 

quarters so you can keep up with place politics and a couple of very discreet old women who carry messages 

from you to him. 

Jasmine – despite her whining and complaining, she’s a good source of information about what goes on at court.  

She foolishly believes you are her ally against Xerxes. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Memukan, the king’s advisor, who suggested the irate Xerxes dump you, choose another 

and issue a decree that all women will respect their husbands, from the least to the greatest.  He was all 

concerned you set a bad example for the other wives. 

Atossa – she resented the fact you, her daughter-in-law (& first cousin) might become more powerful that she 

was.  You heeded her bad advice and did not go to Xerxes at his banquet which caused you to be kicked to the 

curb. 

Esther – how dare that common beauty queen take your royal spot!?! 

WHAT YOU HIDE/WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: With Xerxes dead, your son could ascend the throne and 

bring you back to your rightful place in Persian society.  Better yet, with Memukan and Atossa implicated, 

Xerxes could be convinced to take you back, restore your crown and you would be the most powerful woman in 

Persia. 

WHAT YOU KNOW:  If Artabanus has his way, you’ll come back to court. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: As usual you spent a boring day in the 

prison/harem assigned to you as a banished wife.  Cleo/Ramses delivered a summary of what went on at 

Women’s Court, something about Atossa disrespecting Jasmine.  You were too preoccupied to listen since it 

didn’t concern you.  Your evening meal was interrupted as you were summoned to this meeting.   
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WHO YOU ARE: ZERESH, wife of Haman and mother of 10 sons. (Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,  Poratha, 

Adalia, Aridatha,  Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha) As the mother of ten robust boys you are honored 

among your peers.  Your maxim is, 'Good Words, Good Thoughts, Good Deeds.   Your husband is a rising start 

in the Persian court. (see Esther 5-6).  You don’t mind bragging about him or your sons. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Zora – the high priestess.  You family faithfully worships at the sacred fires 

of Ahura Mazda (Wise Lord) who created the world. 

Atossa & Vashti – you admire how much power these women have.  You can only hope you have that much 

power when someone in your family rises in authority. 

Bigthana – he’s as superstitious as your husband, always casting lots or dice and consulting astrologers for 

when the right time comes to do great things.  Funny how big guys believe in luck.  You believe in opportunity 

and making the most of any that come along. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Commander Art (Artabanus), the chief of the royal bodyguards and currently the only 

man who stands between your husband and Xerxes.  If he were out of the way, your husband could become 

Xerxes’ right hand man and you’d be one of the most powerful women around living a life of luxury.  But 

money and possessions are not nearly as important as the well-being of your children.  Your husband’s 

promotion would ensure that each of them would have honor, meaningful work, high positions and the best of 

prospects. 

Memukan – he’s an old man but he is also one of Xerxes most trusted advisors.  He suggested getting rid of 

Vashti (see Esther 1) because he didn’t like the idea of women having their own minds and freedom to choose. 

You are afraid of him but never let on. 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: Your desire to see Commander Art and/or Memukan discredited.  You’ll do 

whatever it takes to pin whatever you can on either of them.   

WHAT YOU KNOW:  Your husband wasn’t your first choice because he’s rather petty, very concerned with 

everyone paying him honor.  You can’t joke around with him since he is concerned it might make him look bad.  

And you like to joke.  Just harmless practical jokes that make everyone laugh.  No harm done. 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION: You attended Women’s Court to flatter 

Xerxes and slip in a few comments to make your husband and sons look good.  Then you went home to an 

empty house (everyone else is out doing valiant deeds to bring honor and glory to the family) so you busied 

yourself cooking, baking and sewing. 
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WHO YOU ARE: ZORA, High Priestess of the Zoroastrians.  You worked your way up the ranks and deserve 

your place.  You wear a kusti, which is a cord knotted three times, around the outside of a sudreh, a long, clean, 

white cotton shirt. You are devout, love fire and light and are concerned Xerxes is not a firm believer yet. Your 

book of Holy Scriptures is called The Avesta and you talk about it frequently, some people think to the point of 

annoyance. Your maxim is, 'Good Words, Good Thoughts, Good Deeds' which you share frequently, especially 

if others talk roughly or without grace and kindness. 

WHO YOU GET ALONG WITH: Atossa, one of the faithful, even if she is ruthless and aggressive.  

Bigthana – he faithfully attends services.  Too bad so many of his people died in the Greek War.  It was 

probably his devout behavior that caused Ahura Mazda to spare him.  You intend to point out this correlation to 

as many people as possible. 

Zeresh – she, her husband Haman and 10 sons are faithful worshippers. 

WHO YOU DISLIKE: Esther – she does not attend worship and may be one of the reasons Xerxes is not 

devout.  Even the great king Solomon was led away from his God by his pagan wives.  

Menes – he has abandoned Zoroastrianism for Egyptian false gods.  Traitor! 

WHAT YOU HIDE/MOTIVE: You were a daughter of Darius by a concubine making you a half-sister of  

Xerxes.  Given to the temple at birth, you were called Daria, after your father, but changed your name as you 

got older and rose in ranks. If Atossa ever found out you are the child of a rival wife, she might turn on you. 

WHAT YOU KNOW:   You believe there is one deity called Ahura Mazda (Wise Lord) who created the world.. 

Your prayers are invocational, calling upon and celebrating Ahura Mazda and said facing the sun, fire or other 

source of light representing Ahura Mazda's divine light and energy.  You emphasize purification and encourage 

people to focus on keeping their minds, bodies and environments pure in the quest to defeat evil (Angra 

Mainyu). Fire is the supreme symbol of purity, so you maintain the sacred fires to represent the light of Ahura 

Mazda in Fire Temples. These fires should never be extinguished.  . 

ON THE DAY/EVENING OF THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION:  You engaged in a purification ritual, 

washing of the hands, then untied and retied your kusti while reciting prayers.  Fortified, you went to Women’s 

Court to gently chide Xerxes into being more faithful.  Then you returned to the temple to spend time alone 

with the sacred fires, prayers and purification rituals.  You have no idea why anyone would think you capable of  

murder. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/beliefs/dualism.shtml

